
Our Bulembu adventure race team’s passion 
for staying active and enjoying the outdoors 
met a great purpose when they realised their 
participation could raise funds for a brand new 
prosthetic leg for one of their sisters – Phephile 
Khumalo.  It led them to take part in a 24-hour, 
120km adventure race in Parys, South Africa!

After much planning, training and preparation, the 
team left Bulembu bright and early the day before 
the event.  Seeing Rhinos and various other wildlife 
at the famous Alzu one stop, and a late lunch 
stop in Pretoria were some of the highlights of the 
roadtrip. En-route the team was also informed of 
the fantastic blessing that a donor was going to 
match every donation that was made, which was 
very exciting for everyone.

We arrived at the venue in the dark, to a warm 
welcome but freezing temperatures…only to 
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realise the next morning that we were mere metres away from the 
Vaal River…explaining it all!  After taking bicycles at the drop-
şǓ�żşĶŕƐǹ�ƱëſŔĶŕī�Ɩż�ëƐ�ë�ŕĶĈĕ�ćĶī�ćşŕǔſĕǹ�ĎĶŕŕĕſ�ëŕĎ�żëĈŊĶŕī�
supply boxes, everyone turned in for the night – in a double layer 
of clothing, inside a sleeping bag, and covered with a duvet!

At 6am the next morning the team was up and at ’em for 
registration.  The main event areas was abuzz as everyone 
ƱëƆ�ĈĲĕĈŊĶŕī�ĕžƖĶżŔĕŕƐ�ëŕĎ�ŔëŊĶŕī�ǔŕëō�żſĕżëſëƐĶşŕƆȀ���Ɛ�
around 08h20 all teams were at the starting line and there 
was a lot of excitement in the air.  Before we knew it, 
the countdown started, and at 08h30 sharp the race 
got underway!

¨Ĳĕ�ǔſƆƐ�ōĕī�şĪ�ƐĲĕ�ſëĈĕ�ƱëƆ�ë�ǤŊŔ�ƐſĕŊ�ȍĲĶŊĕȎȀ��PƐ�ƱĕŕƐ�
īſĕëƐ� ëŕĎ� ƐĲĕ� ƐĕëŔ� ŔëĎĕ� ĶƐ� Ɛş� ƐĲĕ� ǔſƆƐ� ƐſëŕƆĶƐĶşŕ� Ķŕ�
good time.  From there they tackled the second leg - a 
20km kayak on the Vaal River, which included navigating 
through a rapid!  Kayaking on a cold river for a few hours 
meant that the biggest challenge was staying dry and 
warm – despite beautiful sunny weather and clear 
skies.  At the second transition, they had to carry 
their kayaks to the equipment truck before having 
şżżşſƐƖŕĶƐƷ� Ɛş�Ĳëưĕ�ë�ƆŕëĈŊ�ëŕĎ�ſĕǔōō�ƱëƐĕſ�ćōëĎĎĕſƆȀ� �¨Ĳĕ� ƐĕëŔ�Ʊĕſĕ�īşĶŕī�ëƐ�ë�
slower pace than they’d hoped, but their spirits remained high.  The team then took 
şǓ�şŕ�ƐĲĕ�ƐĲĶſĎ�ōĕī�şĪ�ƐĲĕ�ſëĈĕ�Ȑ�ë�ǞǣŊŔ�ƐſĕŊǹ�ƱĲĶĈĲ�ćëƆĶĈëōōƷ�ƆƐëſƐĕĎ�ƱĶƐĲ�ë�ĈſşƆƆȒ
river swim, hiking a short loop, and then crossing the river again.  After their second 
river crossing, dusk was already settling in, but they continued strong.  Despite a 
short detour and getting covered in black-jacks from trekking through vegetation on 
ƐĲĕ�ſşƖƐĕǹ�ƐĲĕƷ�ĈşŔżōĕƐĕĎ�ƐſĕŊ�Ɛş�ƐĲĕ�ƐĲĶſĎ�ëŕĎ�ǔŕëō�ƐſëŕƆĶƐĶşŕ�żşĶŕƐ�ŇƖƆƐ�ćĕĪşſĕ�ǥżŔȀ��
They thoroughly enjoyed having a change of clothes, hot drink, quick meal, snack 
& water replenishment!  By then news had also reached us that the fundraiser goal 
was exceeded, and we were able to share it with the team.  They really loved hearing 
ƐĲëƐǹ�ëŕĎ�ĶƐ�ƱëƆ�ë�īſĕëƐ�ƱëƷ�Īşſ�ƐĲĕŔ�Ɛş�ƆƐëſƐ�ƐĲĕ�ǔŕëō�ōĕī�şĪ�ƐĲĕ�ſëĈĕȀ���ş�ëƐ�ǦǸǠǝżŔ�
ƐĲĕƷ�ƆĕƐ�şƖƐ�şŕ�ƐĲĕ�ǤǣŊŔ�ĈƷĈōĕ�şŕ�ĈşſſƖīëƐĕĎȒĶſşŕȒƐƷżĕ�ĎĶſƐ� ſşëĎƆ� Ķŕ�ĪſĕĕǀĶŕī�ĈşōĎ�
temperatures!

¨Ĳĕ�ƐĕëŔ�ƱëƆ�ĎşĶŕī�Ʊĕōōǹ�ëŕĎ�ƐĲĕƷ�Ʊĕſĕ�ĲĕëĎĕĎ�Īşſ� ƐĲĕ�ǞǦȒĲşƖſ�ǔŕĶƆĲ�ƐĲĕƷ�Ʊĕſĕ�
ëĶŔĶŕī�ëƐȀ��LşƱĕưĕſǹ�ëƐ�ëſşƖŕĎ�ǠǸǟǝëŔ�ƐĲĕ�ƐĕëŔ�ŔëĎĕ�ƐĲĕ�Ĉëōō�Ɛş�ƐĲĕ�şſīëŕĶƆĕſƆ�Ɛş�
be collected.  It was simply too cold, and the team was battling staying warm.  Klaus 
then called us as well, and we got ready to head to the main event area to welcome 
ƐĲĕŔ�ćëĈŊȀ��¨Ĳĕ�ƐĕëŔ�ƱëƆ�ëćşƖƐ�ǟǝŊŔ�ĪſşŔ�ƐĲĕ�ǔŕĶƆĲǹ�ëŕĎ�ƐĲĕ�şƖƐƆĶĎĕ�ƐĕŔżĕſëƐƖſĕ�
ƱĲĕſĕ�ƐĲĕƷ�Ʊĕſĕ�ĈşōōĕĈƐĕĎ�ƱëƆ�ȒǠ�ĎĕīſĕĕƆ�!ĕōĈĶƖƆ�ȍǟǣȀǣ�DëĲſĕŕĲĕĶƐȎǻ��
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FORM 5 STUDENTS SHARE

by Michelle le Roux

Once the team had warmed up, had some proper sustenance and hot showers, they 
enjoyed a nice nap. After breakfast, the team was honoured at the prize giving for 
their inspirational spirit, and special mention was made of the reason they took part 
in the race and the fact that the goal was exceeded.  We headed back to Bulembu 
later that day with tired bodies but full hearts!

We’re so proud of our Bulembu adventurers.  The team and all of us in Bulembu 
would like to thank each and every person who donated, prayed, sent messages of 
encouragement, provided supplies and were in any way part of getting the team to 
and through the race.  Because of YOU the goal for Race With A Reason was not 
only reached, but EXCEEDED.  Now we look forward to keeping you updated of the 
progress as Phephile journeys toward a brand new prosthetic leg and whole new 
lease on life!

Two Bulembu Christian High School Form 5 students were asked to share Two Bulembu Christian High School Form 5 students were asked to share 
about their school experience during Covid 19. This is what they had to about their school experience during Covid 19. This is what they had to 
say.say.

Tell us about yourself.Tell us about yourself.
Machawe:Machawe: My name is Machawe Mabuza. I am 19  My name is Machawe Mabuza. I am 19 

years old. I have been in Bulembu for 14 years years old. I have been in Bulembu for 14 years 
approximately.approximately.

Hlengiwe:Hlengiwe: my name is Hlengiwe Magongo and I’m  my name is Hlengiwe Magongo and I’m 
18 years old. I am currently in form 5 and doing 7 18 years old. I am currently in form 5 and doing 7 

subjects at school. And my best subjects are subjects at school. And my best subjects are 
literature, biology and math.literature, biology and math.

LşƱ�ĶƆ�ćĕĶŕī�Ķŕ�ƷşƖſ�ǔŕëō�Ʒĕëſ�ĕƆżĕĈĶëōōƷ�ĎƖſĶŕī�ƐĲĶƆ�żëŕĎĕŔĶĈȁLşƱ�ĶƆ�ćĕĶŕī�Ķŕ�ƷşƖſ�ǔŕëō�Ʒĕëſ�ĕƆżĕĈĶëōōƷ�ĎƖſĶŕī�ƐĲĶƆ�żëŕĎĕŔĶĈȁ
Machawe:Machawe: Being in form 5 has been a shock for a lot of people but for me I really enjoy being there. Being  Being in form 5 has been a shock for a lot of people but for me I really enjoy being there. Being 
ë�ĪşſŔ�ǔưĕ�ƆƐƖĎĕŕƐ�ĕŕōĶīĲƐĕŕƆ�Ŕĕǹ�ĶƐ�ŔĕëŕƆ�PȝŔ�ëćşƖƐ�Ɛş�ćſĶĎīĕ�ƐĲĕ�īëż�ĪſşŔ�ƱĲĕſĕ�P�ëŔ�ŕşƱ�ëŕĎ�ƱĲĕſĕ�P�ë�ĪşſŔ�ǔưĕ�ƆƐƖĎĕŕƐ�ĕŕōĶīĲƐĕŕƆ�Ŕĕǹ�ĶƐ�ŔĕëŕƆ�PȝŔ�ëćşƖƐ�Ɛş�ćſĶĎīĕ�ƐĲĕ�īëż�ĪſşŔ�ƱĲĕſĕ�P�ëŔ�ŕşƱ�ëŕĎ�ƱĲĕſĕ�P�
want to be in the future. I feel like I have reached the beginning of my destination. That helps me to want want to be in the future. I feel like I have reached the beginning of my destination. That helps me to want 
to achieve more in life because I have already pushed this far.to achieve more in life because I have already pushed this far.

Hlengiwe:Hlengiwe: So far, it’s been a good year but also challenging at the same time because at the beginning  So far, it’s been a good year but also challenging at the same time because at the beginning 
of the year we were doing tutorials, where we had to teach ourselves at home. We would receive study of the year we were doing tutorials, where we had to teach ourselves at home. We would receive study 
packs from the teachers to write on our own. So that really was the struggle because we had to do things packs from the teachers to write on our own. So that really was the struggle because we had to do things 
alone. Some of the things we were asked we had to go on the actual ground to dig answers for ourselves.alone. Some of the things we were asked we had to go on the actual ground to dig answers for ourselves.

�ſĕ�ƷşƖ�ĕƶĈĶƐĕĎ�ëćşƖƐ�ćĕĶŕī�Ķŕ�ĪşſŔ�Ǣȁ�ſĕ�ƷşƖ�ĕƶĈĶƐĕĎ�ëćşƖƐ�ćĕĶŕī�Ķŕ�ĪşſŔ�Ǣȁ
Machawe:Machawe: I am thrilled. This is more of a stepping stone to my future. Since the emergency of this life  I am thrilled. This is more of a stepping stone to my future. Since the emergency of this life 
threatening Covid 19, I have been doubting myself in terms of results, asking myself questions about threatening Covid 19, I have been doubting myself in terms of results, asking myself questions about 
whether I am going to make it or not. But I believe that I will make it, at the end of the day I can’t blame whether I am going to make it or not. But I believe that I will make it, at the end of the day I can’t blame 
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BRING ME SUNSHINE! 

covid 19 for my failure. There are things that you need to do on your own, don’t expect the teacher to be covid 19 for my failure. There are things that you need to do on your own, don’t expect the teacher to be 
there for you always. You have to do the ground work now, so that in the future you achieve what you there for you always. You have to do the ground work now, so that in the future you achieve what you 
ƱëŕƐǹ�ćĕĈëƖƆĕ�P�ćĕōĶĕưĕ�ƐĲëƐ�ëƆ�ë�ĪşſŔ�ǔưĕ�ƆƐƖĎĕŕƐǹ�P�ƆĲşƖōĎ�ćĕ�ĎşĶŕī�ƐĲĶŕīƆ�şŕ�ŔƷ�şƱŕ�ƆĶŕĈĕ�żſşćëćōƷ�ƱëŕƐǹ�ćĕĈëƖƆĕ�P�ćĕōĶĕưĕ�ƐĲëƐ�ëƆ�ë�ĪşſŔ�ǔưĕ�ƆƐƖĎĕŕƐǹ�P�ƆĲşƖōĎ�ćĕ�ĎşĶŕī�ƐĲĶŕīƆ�şŕ�ŔƷ�şƱŕ�ƆĶŕĈĕ�żſşćëćōƷ�
next year I’ll be enrolled in varsity. I need to be therefore independent in my thinking.next year I’ll be enrolled in varsity. I need to be therefore independent in my thinking.

ÉĲëƐ�ĲëƆ�ĈşưĶĎ�ǞǦ�ƐëƖīĲƐ�ƷşƖȁÉĲëƐ�ĲëƆ�ĈşưĶĎ�ǞǦ�ƐëƖīĲƐ�ƷşƖȁ
Machawe: Machawe: It has taught me to be independent in my thinking and also have in mind that the world out It has taught me to be independent in my thinking and also have in mind that the world out 
there needs independent people. So we have to start now!there needs independent people. So we have to start now!

ÉĲëƐ�Ďş�ƷşƖ�ǔŕĎ�ë�ĈĲëōōĕŕīĶŕī�ëŕĎ�ĕƶĈĶƐĶŕī�ĎƖſĶŕī�ƐĲĶƆ�ƐĶŔĕȁÉĲëƐ�Ďş�ƷşƖ�ǔŕĎ�ë�ĈĲëōōĕŕīĶŕī�ëŕĎ�ĕƶĈĶƐĶŕī�ĎƖſĶŕī�ƐĲĶƆ�ƐĶŔĕȁ
Machawe:Machawe: Going back to school has been something that I have been looking forward to. Meeting with  Going back to school has been something that I have been looking forward to. Meeting with 
my friends, brothers and sisters, getting to chat. That has been really exciting for me. What is challenging my friends, brothers and sisters, getting to chat. That has been really exciting for me. What is challenging 
is that since the syllabus is compressed, the adaptation isn’t that easy. I feel like everything is done in a is that since the syllabus is compressed, the adaptation isn’t that easy. I feel like everything is done in a 
rush, like we are speeding through things and that’s the scary part for me, is it going to be enough.rush, like we are speeding through things and that’s the scary part for me, is it going to be enough.
  
Pŕ�ëōō�ƐĲĕ�ƷĕëſƆǹ�ĎĶĎ�ƷşƖ�ĕưĕſ�ƐĲĶŕŊ�ƷşƖ�ƱşƖōĎ�Ĳëưĕ�Ɛş�Ʊĕëſ�ŔëƆŊƆ�ëŕĎ�şćƆĕſưĕ�ƆşĈĶëō�ĎĶƆƐëŕĈĶŕīȁPŕ�ëōō�ƐĲĕ�ƷĕëſƆǹ�ĎĶĎ�ƷşƖ�ĕưĕſ�ƐĲĶŕŊ�ƷşƖ�ƱşƖōĎ�Ĳëưĕ�Ɛş�Ʊĕëſ�ŔëƆŊƆ�ëŕĎ�şćƆĕſưĕ�ƆşĈĶëō�ĎĶƆƐëŕĈĶŕīȁ
Machawe:Machawe:�̈ ş�ćĕ�ĲşŕĕƆƐǹ�P�ŕĕưĕſ�ƐĲşƖīĲƐ�ƐĲëƐ�ĶƐ�ƱşƖōĎ�ĈşŔĕǹ�Ɔş�ĶƐ�ƱëƆ�ſĕëōōƷ�ë�ƆĲşĈŊ�ćƖƐ�ĎĕǔŕĶƐĕōƷ�Ʊĕ�Ĳëưĕ��̈ ş�ćĕ�ĲşŕĕƆƐǹ�P�ŕĕưĕſ�ƐĲşƖīĲƐ�ƐĲëƐ�ĶƐ�ƱşƖōĎ�ĈşŔĕǹ�Ɔş�ĶƐ�ƱëƆ�ſĕëōōƷ�ë�ƆĲşĈŊ�ćƖƐ�ĎĕǔŕĶƐĕōƷ�Ʊĕ�Ĳëưĕ�
to adapt to the changes of life. Because change is what we are waiting for, it what we seek, so we can’t to adapt to the changes of life. Because change is what we are waiting for, it what we seek, so we can’t 
run away from it, it’s inevitable. As much as Covid 19 is a suppressing things we have to learn to accept it.run away from it, it’s inevitable. As much as Covid 19 is a suppressing things we have to learn to accept it.

Hlengiwe:Hlengiwe: honestly speaking, I never thought this moment would come, as I always thought that life  honestly speaking, I never thought this moment would come, as I always thought that life 
would continue being what it was, but to my amazement it changed. But I’m not complaining because I’m would continue being what it was, but to my amazement it changed. But I’m not complaining because I’m 
learning to adapt in the situation.learning to adapt in the situation.

ÉĲëƐ�ëſĕ�ƷşƖſ�ĪƖƐƖſĕ�żōëŕƆȁÉĲëƐ�ëſĕ�ƷşƖſ�ĪƖƐƖſĕ�żōëŕƆȁ
Machawe:Machawe: I have 3 careers which I believe I want to embark on. First being a business analyst. Followed  I have 3 careers which I believe I want to embark on. First being a business analyst. Followed 
by business law, then newspaper editing. So, I really want to venture much into the business world. I by business law, then newspaper editing. So, I really want to venture much into the business world. I 
believe that I have those conceptual skills. I am enterprising, I am a go-getter, and I strive for things. So, believe that I have those conceptual skills. I am enterprising, I am a go-getter, and I strive for things. So, 
I believe those are my future ambitions, exploring those avenues. That is where I’m focusing, have the I believe those are my future ambitions, exploring those avenues. That is where I’m focusing, have the 
zeal and the passion for it.zeal and the passion for it.

Hlengiwe:Hlengiwe:��Ɔ�Īşſ�Ŕĕ�P�ſĕëōōƷ�ƐĲĶŕŊ�ĶƐȝƆ�ë�ĎĶǓĕſĕŕƐ�ƆƐşſƷ�ëōō�ƐşīĕƐĲĕſ�ćĕĈëƖƆĕ�ƱĲĕŕ�P�ƱëƆ�Ķŕ�żſĶŔëſƷ�P�ëōƱëƷƆ���Ɔ�Īşſ�Ŕĕ�P�ſĕëōōƷ�ƐĲĶŕŊ�ĶƐȝƆ�ë�ĎĶǓĕſĕŕƐ�ƆƐşſƷ�ëōō�ƐşīĕƐĲĕſ�ćĕĈëƖƆĕ�ƱĲĕŕ�P�ƱëƆ�Ķŕ�żſĶŔëſƷ�P�ëōƱëƷƆ�
believed that I wanted to be a teacher, but as I was growing up I realized that it was changing. Right believed that I wanted to be a teacher, but as I was growing up I realized that it was changing. Right 
now, I want to be a counsellor. I would love to counsel people and also, I see myself being a motivational now, I want to be a counsellor. I would love to counsel people and also, I see myself being a motivational 
speaker. I want to motivate and elevate people into reaching their full potential in life. I want to help in speaker. I want to motivate and elevate people into reaching their full potential in life. I want to help in 
enriching them and equipping them and in the process add to my personal growth.enriching them and equipping them and in the process add to my personal growth.

Thank you both for sharing with us, it’s been a pleasure and we wish you all the best!Thank you both for sharing with us, it’s been a pleasure and we wish you all the best!

How many of you know how blessed we often are in Bulembu with glorious sunshine? 
Well now we will be in more ways than one here in the village thanks to our latest 
development, and it will be helping Bulembu and saving the planet at the same time! 
Did you guess it?

Brand new solar panels have been installed for the provision of a good deal of extra 
żşƱĕſǹ�Ɛş�ſƖŕ�ƐĲĕ�ưĶōōëīĕ�şŕ�ë�ĎſëŔëƐĶĈëōōƷ�ſĕĎƖĈĕĎ�ĕōĕĈƐſĶĈ�ćĶōō�ëŕĎ�ƐĲĕſĕĪşſĕ�ćĕŕĕǔƐƐĶŕī�
more than just the environment. Can you imagine the amount of power required to 

by Nonduduzo Mamba
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by Rachel Smart

ſƖŕ�ë�ƱĲşōĕ�ƐşƱŕȁ�Éĕ�ëſĕ�żōĕëƆĕĎ�ƐĲëƐ�ƐĲĕƆĕ�ĈşƆƐƆ�ƱĶōō�ƆĶīŕĶǔĈëŕƐōƷ�Ďſşżǹ�ćƖƐ�ƐĲëƐ�
ƐĲĕ�ưĶōōëīĕ�ƱĶōō�ćĕŕĕǔƐ�ĪſşŔ�ƐĲĕ�Ĉōĕëŕ�Ɔşōëſ�ĕŕĕſīƷ�ëŕĎ�ƐĲĕ�ſĕĎƖĈĕĎ�ëĶſ�żşōōƖƐĶşŕǹ�Ɔş�
ƐĲĶƆ�ĶƆ�ĎĕǔŕĶƐĕōƷ�ë�ƱĶŕȒƱĶŕ�ƆĶƐƖëƐĶşŕǻ��ĶĈĲëſĎ�̈ ƖĈŊĕſǹ�żſşŇĕĈƐ�şưĕſƆĕĕſ�ƆëĶĎǹ�ț¨Ĳĕ�Ɔşōëſ�
panels will put power into the grid reducing our overall costs and those savings will 
īş�Ɛş�ƐĲĕ�ĈĲĶōĎĈëſĕȝǹ�ŔĕëŕĶŕī�ƐĲëƐ�ĕưĕŕƐƖëōōƷ�şƖſ�ĈĲĶōĎſĕŕ�ƱĶōō�ĎĶſĕĈƐōƷ�ćĕŕĕǔƐ�ćƷ�ćĕĶŕī�
provided for. So with that said, the next time the sun shines in Bulembu we’ll be even 
more thankful!

Five of our Bulembu young adults, David Mavuso, 
Ayanda Ngubeni, Banele Nhlengetfwa, Mpendulo 

Mangwe & Colane Maziya have recently had the 
ƱşŕĎĕſĪƖō�şżżşſƐƖŕĶƐƷ�Ɛş�ƐëŊĕ�ƐĲĕĶſ�ǔſƆƐ�şǓĶĈĶëō�
ĎſĶưĶŕī� ōĕƆƆşŕƆ�ƱĶƐĲ�ë�žƖëōĶǔĕĎ� ĶŕƆƐſƖĈƐşſ�ëŕĎ�
they look so happy going up and down the 
town! It’s such a wonderful sight, they’re getting 
ë�ōşƐ�şĪ�ëƐƐĕŕƐĶşŕǻ�¨Ʊş�ƱĕĕŊƆ�żſĕưĶşƖƆōƷǹ��ĶǔƆş�

Shabangu, who was also raised here and is now 
older and an experienced driver, gave his time to 

help them get started and then their professional 
lessons with their instructor began on 20 May 2021. David Mavuso 
said happily, “It is interesting, getting to know the car and gaining a lot of knowledge. 
So far so good!”. 
There are bound to be challenges and stretching moments with the lessons as for 
ŔşƆƐ� ĶƐȝƆ� ƐĲĕĶſ�ǔſƆƐ� ƐĶŔĕ�ĎşĶŕī�żſşżĕſ�ĎſĶưĶŕī� ōĕƆƆşŕƆȀ�¨Ĳĕ�ĎşƱŕƆĶĎĕ�şĪ� ĶƐ� Īşſ�ëōō� ĶƆ�
ƐĲĕ�ĎſĶưĶŕī�Ɩż�ëŕĎ�ĎşƱŕ� ƐĲĕ�ćƖŔżƷ�ëŕĎ�ĎĶǓĶĈƖōƐ��ĶīīȝƆ��ĕëŊ� ſşëĎ� Ɛş�ëſſëŕīĕ� ƐĲĕ�



Mr. Hungwe, Geography teacher and Sport coach at Bulembu Christian academy 
was asked to share about his teaching experience during the Covid 19 Pandemic. 
Here is what he had to say.

LşƱ�ōşŕī�Ĳëưĕ�ƷşƖ�ćĕĕŕ�Ķŕ� ƖōĕŔćƖȁ
It will be 5 years now, as I came here 27 January 2016.

LşƱ�Ĳëưĕ�ƐĲĕƆĕ�ƐƱş�ƷĕëſƆ�ćĕĕŕ�ëƆ�ë�ƐĕëĈĲĕſȁ
It has been two challenging years in many ways, since we had to adjust 
everything that we were doing in the school due to covid 19. There were 
lockdowns, so we had to change our teaching methods to send study 
packs home for quite some time without face-to-face interaction with the 
ōĕëſŕĕſƆȀ�¨ĲëƐ�ƱëƆ�ĎĶǓĕſĕŕƐ�ëŕĎ�ŕşćşĎƷ�ƐĲşƖīĲƐ�ǟ�Ɛş�Ǡ�ŔşŕƐĲƆ�ĎşƱŕ�ƐĲĕ�
line we would have to continue that. It was a challenge that brought into 
question teaching methods, to make us ask, ‘Is face to face method the 
şŕōƷ�ƱëƷȁȝ�P�ƐĲĶŕŊ�!şưĶĎ�ëōƆş�ćſşƖīĲƐ�Ķŕ�ëŕşƐĲĕſ�ĎĶŔĕŕƆĶşŕ�şĪ�ōĕëſŕĶŕīǹ�ƐĲĕ�
opportunity for virtual study online.

ÉĲëƐ�Ďş�ƷşƖ�ǔŕĎ�ĈĲëōōĕŕīĶŕī�ëŕĎ�ĕƶĈĶƐĶŕī�ëćşƖƐ�ƐĕëĈĲĶŕī�ĎƖſĶŕī�ƐĲĶƆ�ĈşưĶĎ�ǞǦ�
żëŕĎĕŔĶĈȁ
ÉĲëƐ�P�ǔŕĎ�ĈĲëōōĕŕīĶŕī�ĶƆ�ƐĲĕ�Īĕëſ�şĪ�ƐĲĕ�ƖŕŊŕşƱŕ�ƐĲëƐ�ƐĲĕ�ưĶſƖƆ�ŔëƷ�ćĕ�Ĳĕſĕ�
and also the fear that we might pass the virus to the children. This is because 
we as teachers travel more than the students and visit cities such as Mbabane 
which are epicentres of the disease. We also have challenges with space. Our 
classrooms were meant to house a portion of learners. With the new regulations, 
ĎĕƆŊƆ�Ĳëưĕ� Ɛş�ćĕ�ë�ŔĕƐſĕ�ëżëſƐǹ�Ɔş� ƐĲĕſĕ�ëſĕ�ĈĲëōōĕŕīĕƆ�ëƐ�ƆĈĲşşōƆ�ƱĶƐĲ�ǔŕĎĶŕī�
adequate space to meet the Ministry of education and health regulations. Thank 
ƐĲĕ�dşſĎ�Īşſ�ƐĲĕ�ƐĕëĈĲĕſƆȀ��¨Ĳĕ�ōşëĎ�ĲëƆ�ćĕĕŕ�ōĶĪƐĕĎ�şǓ�ƐĲĕŔ�ƆĶŕĈĕ�ƐĲĕ�īşưĕſŕŔĕŕƐ�
came up with a compressed syllabus to regain the lost time. Many activities such 
as sports have to be shelved for now as learning becomes priority. The number of 
ōĕƆƆşŕƆ�Īşſ� ƐĲĕ�ƐĕëĈĲĕſƆ�ſşƆĕ�Ĳĕſĕ�Ɔş�ƐĲëƐȝƆ�ë�ĈĲëōōĕŕīĕ�Īşſ� ƐĲĕŔȀ� ƖƐ�ƱĲëƐ� P�ǔŕĎ�
exciting is the dimension of using more technology in learning. Moving away from the 
traditional chalkboard, whiteboard. People and education are moving fast virtually.

documentation, but they are extremely 
motivated to keep going as their primary 
goal is getting their driver’s license since 
almost every job out there requires them to 
have one. It brings joy to everyone here to 
see these youngsters furthering their skills 
little by little behind the wheel, to steadily get 
them that bit further on their life’s journey. 
Well done, we are all cheering you on!

EDUCATORS MEASURING THE IMPACT
...with Mr. Hungwe
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In all the years you have lived did you ever think that there would be a moment like this where 
you would have to adjust to changes such as masks and observing social distancing between you 
ëŕĎ�ƷşƖſ�ōĕëſŕĕſƆȁ
 It never occurred to me that it would come, but you see some of these things are just interruptions 
ƐĲëƐ�ƷşƖ�Ĳëưĕ�Ɛş�īş�ƐĲſşƖīĲ�ƐĲëƐ�ĶƆ�ŔëƷćĕ�EşĎȝƆ�ƱëƷ�şĪ�ƐſƷĶŕī�Ɛş�ǔƶ�ƐĲĶŕīƆȀ�¨Ĳĕ�ŔëƆŊ�ĶƆ�ŕşƐ�ëŕ�
easy thing to wear. It’s not anything that we would imagine. Yes we saw these masks in the clinics 
and hospitals and in our minds we thought that maybe they are for those guys, but little did we 
know that it would be a new normal for everyone.

ÉĲëƐ�ëſĕ�ƷşƖ�ƐſƷĶŕī�Ɛş�ëĈĲĶĕưĕ�ƱĶƐĲ�ƐĲĕ�ĈĲĶōĎſĕŕ�ƐĲĶƆ�Ʒĕëſ�ëĈëĎĕŔĶĈëōōƷȁ
EĕŕĕſëōōƷ�ŔƷ�ƐĲſƖƆƐ�Ķŕ�ŔƷ�ƐĕëĈĲĶŕī�ĶƆ�ŕşƐ�ŕĕĈĕƆƆëſĶōƷ�Ɛş�ƐĕëĈĲ�Ɛş�ǔŕĶƆĲ�ƐĲĕ�ƆƷōōëćƖƆ�şſ�Ɛş�ƐĕëĈĲ�
just so the children can pass. There is so much to education outside that. So much that when I 
plan my lessons I ask myself how I am going to introduce the topic, what questions I am going 
to be throwing out throughout the lessons, and I want my learners to learn some things that 
ƱşƖōĎ�ćĕŕĕǔƐ�ƐĲĕŔ�Ķŕ�ōĶĪĕ�ƐĲëƐ�ŔëƷ�Ĳëưĕ�ŕşƐĲĶŕī�Ɛş�Ďş�ƱĶƐĲ�īĕşīſëżĲƷȀ� ş̈�Ŕĕǹ�ĕĎƖĈëƐĶşŕ�ƆĲşƖōĎ�
not be tied to the syllabus. If we were to strictly teach according to the syllabus we would then 
produce children who can’t think outside the box. They are not exposed to the world outside. So 
we want to go the extra mile beyond the syllabus and school the learners on life issues. I always 
tell my learners that we don’t just learn geography as people think, we also learn English, the 
ĕƶżſĕƆƆĶşŕƆȀ��ş�ƱĲĕŕ�P�ƐĕëĈĲ�ŔƷ�ōĕëſŕĕſƆ�P�ƱëŕƐ�ƐĲĕŔ�Ɛş�ōĕëſŕ�ƐĲĕ�īĕşīſëżĲĶĈëō�ĈşŕĈĕżƐƆǹ�ǔŕĕǹ�
but they should also learn something else outside the geography.

ÉĲëƐ�ĲëƆ�ĈşưĶĎ�ǞǦ�ƐëƖīĲƐ�ƷşƖ�ëƆ�ëŕ�ĶŕĎĶưĶĎƖëōȁ 
It has taught me that as person I have very little control over what happens around me. God is in 
ĈşŕƐſşō�ëŕĎ�şƖƐƆĶĎĕ�ƐĲëƐ�ëƆ�żĕşżōĕ�Ʊĕ�ëſĕ�ưƖōŕĕſëćōĕ�ëŕĎ�ǔŕĎ�şƖſƆĕōưĕƆ�żōëŕŕĶŕīȀ�Dşſ�ĶŕƆƐëŕĈĕǹ�
we were planning many things in late 2019 for 2020. Come February 2020, the complexity of 
everything changed. There are some things that were totally shelved, even now can’t be done 
because of this divine interruption. God sees the end from the beginning and the beginning from 
the end, there are positives. From a geographical point of view, because industries were shut 
ĎşƱŕǹ�ƐſëǓĶĈ�ƱëƆ�ſĕĎƖĈĕĎ�Ķŕ�ŔëŕƷ�żōëĈĕƆ�ëŕĎ�Ɔş�żşōōƖƐĶşŕ�ōĕưĕōƆ�ƱĕŕƐ�ĎşƱŕȀ�¨ĲĶƆ�ĶƆ�ë�ćĶī�ƐĲĶŕīȀ�
To me as a geographer it is a plus because we are grappling with global warming and climate 
ĈĲëŕīĕ�ĶƆƆƖĕƆȀ�PƐ�ĲëƆ�ëōƆş�ƐëƖīĲƐ�Ŕĕ�Ɛş�ćĕ�ǕĕƶĶćōĕ�ëŕĎ�ưĕſƆëƐĶōĕȀ�Éĕȝưĕ�ćĕĕŕ�ƐëƖīĲƐ�Ɛş�ĶŕŕşưëƐĕȀ�P�
also think the world will be better now in terms of education going forward since covid has opened 
the window to the fact that we don’t necessarily need four walls, but we can educate ourselves.

FURTHER EDUCATION FUND
Many of you may now be aware that there is a new and wonderfully 
ĕǓĕĈƐĶưĕ�ƱëƷ�Ɛş�ƆżşŕƆşſ�şƖſ�ĈĲĶōĎſĕŕ�ƱĲĶĈĲ�ĶƆ�ë�ƐſëŕƆĪşſŔëƐĶşŕëō�
key to their lives - this is the Bulembu Further Education Fund, 
and with your help, it is succeeding! One of Bulembu’s young 
adults, Njabulo Vilakati has been blessed to be one of those 
ƱĲş�Ĳëưĕ�ćĕĕŕ�ƆżşŕƆşſĕĎ�ëŕĎ�ćĕŕĕǔƐƐĕĎ�ĎĶſĕĈƐōƷ� ĪſşŔ�ƐĲĶƆ�
żſşīſëŔȀ�mŇëćƖōş�ƆëĶĎ�țÉĲĕŕ�P�ǔſƆƐ�ĈëŔĕ�Ɛş� ƖōĕŔćƖ�ĶƐ�ƱëƆ�

2008. I had been living a life without hope, life without knowing 
what’s going to happen and life full of uncertainty. Through 
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Bulembu I have been able to discover 
the gifts and talents God has given me 
and the ministry aspect of Bulembu has 
played a huge role in my life,’ 

Njabulo went on to graduate from Bulembu 
Christian Academy and showed promise 
in his academic studies. Since we now 
have the Further Education Fund set 
up, the ministry was able to provide the 
much-needed funds to pay for his tertiary 
education thanks to the generosity of 
supporters. Without this it would not have 
been possible but we are very happy to 
announce that Njabulo completed his 
studies and through hard work earned a 
Bachelor of Commerce Degree majoring 
in Economics and Risk Management. We 
congratulate Njabulo and we hope that 
you, our readers might take a moment to 
visit our page ĲƐƐżƆǸȆȆƱƱƱȀćƖōĕŔćƖȀşſīȆ
ĎşŕëƐĕȆĪƖſƐĲĕſȒĕĎƖĈëƐĶşŕȆ to see how you 
may be able to help others like him take 
their next huge leap into a bright future! 
Well done, Njabulo!

PRAYER
REQUESTS

Bulembu children, staff 
and community - Health & 

protection 
Childcare team – 
Protection, health, 

strength, encouragement 
& joy

High School graduates 
– Patience and courage 
as many await responses 
regarding applications for 

further education
For creativity and 

refreshment as church 
staff adjust to services 

re-opening

07

by Rachel Smart


